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ASK A QUESTION



Unite for Green

Unite for Green is an 
organization whose goals 
are to create programs and 
campaigns that assist Los 
Angeles in achieving their 
Zero Waste master plan 
(SWIRP).



1. Intersectionality

Topics of Discussion
3. Intersectional 
Environmentalism

2. Environmentalism

How do oppressive acts impact 
specific communities of people

The past, the present, and the future

The more inclusive envisioning of 
environmentalism 





Intersectionality
Theoretical Framework



Intersectionality 
Theory

Kimberle Crenshaw
Professor of Law and 
Intersectionality

UCLA 
Colombia

A theoretical framework 
developed by Crenshaw 
in 1989 that describes 
how a person's identity 
intersects at their race, 
gender, disability, 
ethnicity, class, and 
culture. These individual 
identity markers can 
impact a person’s 
experiences especially as 
it pertains to  privilege 
and oppression.

https://curriculum.law.ucla.edu/guide/Instructor/47
https://www.law.columbia.edu/faculty/kimberle-w-crenshaw


If you are a POC you are 
more likely to live in a 

community that is 
economical oppressed, 

lacking of access to 
healthy whole foods, 

and/or living near a toxic 
factory or waste disposal 

site

If you are a women, you 
are more likely to make 

less than a man for doing 
the same job, be sexually 

harrased or assulted, have 
your kidnapping or 

murder go un reported, 
and/or be denied basic 

health care and education

If you are a poor human, 
you are more likely to 

have lived through 
various traumas before 2 
years old, are dependent 
on the government for 

food that is not nutritious 
for you or your family, 

and/or you are unable to 
obtain a quality education 

IDENTITIES

RACE GENDER CLASS



Feminism & LGBTQ

ROXANE GAY: What Does it Mean To 
Identify As A Feminist?

The New York Times: Black Trans 
Women Seek More Space in the 
Movement They Helped Start

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/619933829
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/619933829
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/27/us/politics/black-trans-lives-matter.html?auth=login-google1tap&login=google1tap
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/27/us/politics/black-trans-lives-matter.html?auth=login-google1tap&login=google1tap
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/27/us/politics/black-trans-lives-matter.html?auth=login-google1tap&login=google1tap


RACE

TNR article: Fear of a Black 
Uprising

https://newrepublic.com/article/158725/fear-black-uprising-confronting-racist-policing
https://newrepublic.com/article/158725/fear-black-uprising-confronting-racist-policing


60 Minutes: Florida’s 
Amendment 4

CLASS

https://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/video/82FxqM_9J_ZbXpQb1PmxLFZ9BykZXlGg/florida-s-amendment-4-the-wall-sir-david/https://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/video/82FxqM_9J_ZbXpQb1PmxLFZ9BykZXlGg/florida-s-amendment-4-the-wall-sir-david/
https://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/video/82FxqM_9J_ZbXpQb1PmxLFZ9BykZXlGg/florida-s-amendment-4-the-wall-sir-david/https://www.cbs.com/shows/60_minutes/video/82FxqM_9J_ZbXpQb1PmxLFZ9BykZXlGg/florida-s-amendment-4-the-wall-sir-david/




GENESIS 1:26-28
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps upon the earth.”
So God created humankind in his image

DOMINION VS. 
STEWARDSHIP 

VERSUS 



The 
Movement

Timeline of the 
Environmental 

Movement and History

Video - History of 
Environmentalism

Youth movement 
amplifying the voice of 
youth to fight climate 

change

Earth Day in the Time 
of Covid

Video: The New 
Green Deal 
Explained

The Green New Deal?

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/a-fierce-green-fire-timeline-of-environmental-movement/2988/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/a-fierce-green-fire-timeline-of-environmental-movement/2988/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/a-fierce-green-fire-timeline-of-environmental-movement/2988/
https://youtu.be/LMoqt7dj4Fw
https://youtu.be/LMoqt7dj4Fw
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/06/16/sunrise-movement-boot-camp-227109
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/06/16/sunrise-movement-boot-camp-227109
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/06/16/sunrise-movement-boot-camp-227109
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/06/16/sunrise-movement-boot-camp-227109
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/earth-day-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://facingtoday.facinghistory.org/earth-day-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://youtu.be/GxIDJWCbk6I
https://youtu.be/GxIDJWCbk6I
https://youtu.be/GxIDJWCbk6I
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres109/BILLS-116hres109ih.pdf


environmental justice [ en-vahy-ruhn-muhnt-l 
juhs-tis ] (noun) The fair treatment of people of all 
races, cultures, incomes and educational levels with 

respect to the development and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations and policies

https://youtu.be/30xLg2HHg8Q


The initial environmental justice spark sprang from a 
Warren County, North Carolina, protest. In 1982, a 
small, predominately African-American community 
was designated to host a hazardous waste landfill. 
This landfill would accept PCB-contaminated soil that 
resulted from illegal dumping of toxic waste along 
roadways



• Racialization – the tendency to see everything 
through the lens of race, may prevent us from 
developing effective solutions • Not every racial 
problem has a racial solution



Environmental 
Racism

Since Warren County, we’ve seen multiply 
accounts of environmental racism from 
the eminent domain the government 
enacts to steal land from POC to the lack 
of water distribution systems in Flint 
Michigan. 



Early Los Angeles EJ Struggles

 Concerned Citizens of South Central LA 
 Mothers of East Los Angeles 
 Communities for a Better Environment
 Bus Riders Union

https://www.concernedcitizensscla.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mothers_of_East_Los_Angeles
http://www.cbecal.org/
https://www.kcet.org/history-society/from-bus-riders-union-to-bus-rapid-transit-race-class-and-transit-infrastructure-in


IG 
@intersectionalenvironmentalist



Intersectionality 
Environmentalism



ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE 

17 PRINCIPLES

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:e759659a-2f63-4c85-8c61-585f1c62fc1d
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:e759659a-2f63-4c85-8c61-585f1c62fc1d
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:e759659a-2f63-4c85-8c61-585f1c62fc1d


THANK YOU

TASHANDA GILES-JONES

EMAIL:TASHANDA.U4G@GMAIL.COM

IG: @mamatashanda

FB: https://www.facebook.com/tgilesjones
                @UniteForGreen (currently being updated)

Work: Environmental Charter Schools: 
https://www.ecsonline.org

mailto:TASHANDA.U4G@GMAIL.COM

